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Dr. Ruth Simmons-An Agent of Change

Johari Wiley

Editor-in-Chief

"I think I'm an introvert actually," says Dr.
Simmons. This answer, a rebuttal to the common
thought that she's very outgoing, exemplifies the
fact that she is a woman made of many layers.
This surprising revelation comes from someone
who has garnered a reputation for being an excep
tional people person. Nodding to the fact that she
was born the last of her parents 12 children, Sim
mons sources her introversion from the tight-knit
upbringing she experienced at home. "I was very
family focused growing up and didn't feel the need
to be sociable outside of the family," she says.
Simmons felt the turning point at which she
became more expressive happened when she be
gan to work as an instructor. "When I started to
teach, as a professor, and began to facilitate the
development of students, I started to learn a lot
about some of the impediments you create by be
ing too introverted in the profession of education,"
she says. Simmons realized that in order for her
to effectively reach students, she had to leave her
zone of comfort and engage with them on an ex
ceedingly personal level. Even after moving up the
ranks of academia, where she soon found herself
working outside of the classroom, she felt urged
to stay connected to students. Though she initially
faced criticism from her colleagues, who felt her
attention she be focused elsewhere, she "refused
to stop seeing students . Even if it meant making
sacrifices elsewhere, Simmons has always priori
tized the needs of the student.
This admittance by Simmons is compel
ling, especially when you have the chance to look
at her accomplishments prior to taking office at
Prairie View A&M. Here you have somebody who
was not only the first African-American woman
take presidency at an Ivy League institution, but
the first African-American, to do so, period. As a
black woman, taking such a position that, to this
dav has yet to be filled by a black man, was an
admittedly difficult feat. Simmons recounts a
time when African-Americans, male or female,
were looked at as inferior to those who, back then,
had exclusive rights to positions of power. The
notion, for so long in this country, is that Afri
can-Americans were not smart enough, they were
not sophisticated enough, they were not seasoned
enough to have these roles," says Simmons.
Prior to her presidency at Brown University,
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not just Prairie View.
Dr. Simmons has come into the life of Prai
rie View A&M right when the university was in
need of an x-factor; a catalyst who could shake the
schools foundation. Through the many speeches
she has given since her time here, she has spoken
of the new horizon the university is moving to
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wards. She has kept her word in that she will be
accessible to those, who in which, her decisions
affect and so far has run a transparent campaign.
Dr. Simmons looks to be the facelift that Prairie
View has been yearning for, and Panthers every
where wait patiently, and fervently, for whatever
move she makes next.
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an Ivy League school, she was president of Smith
College, a prestigious women's university, also of
which she was the first black female to hold such
position. Upon taking presidency at both schools,
Simmons hiring was looked upon disapprovingly
by many, and she even recounts some finding the
universities' decisions as "outrageous". It should
be taken into consideration that Simmons took
the position of presidency at Smith and Brown in
1995 and 2001, respectively. Nevertheless, Sim
mons beat the odds against all measure and before
stepping down from these positions, left formida
ble legacies.
Simmons says her tenures at Smith and
Brown oftentimes saw her making decisions that
many found to be "radical". Her actions as a for
ward thinker have led her to be known as a "change
agent". "Typically organizations that are looking
for some kind of significant change tend to identi
fy me as maybe a person who can bring about that
change," says Simmons. She states that most of her
career has been focused on change and that here
at Prairie View her aim is to direct change into
the right direction. Though she feels that her du
ties will be pretty consistent with what she's been
doing for most of her career, she's noticed a sense
of uniqueness here at Prairie View A&M. "It feels
different because it's not an intellectual exercise to
me," says Simmons, "this is home to me".
Dr. Simmons grew up in Houston's 5th Ward
and has been familiar with Prairie View from a
young age. She has a brother who attended the
university and recalls coming down to visit him on
occasion. For Simmons, the changed that is need
ed here hits close to home and feels that it is "so
overridingly important to me to get this right". In
terms of their potential upside, she states that the
students she has encountered here are not unlike
those she has met at Brown and Smith. She even
likens them to her nieces and nephews, in the
sense that when she helps PV students, she feels
that she is helping family.
Though she is has approached her tenure in
office with a positive outlook, she realizes that all
is not as it should be, here at Prairie View A&MSimmons has pinpointed "disruption" to be her
main course of action while here. She went on to
elaborate on the sense of complacency that many
universities operate with. "They get accustomed
to things a certain way and that isn't always the
best way," said Simmons. She continued, "When it
isn't the best way then something has to happen to
disrupt the practice that has been ongoing." She
feels that there is not enough being done to serve
students, and iterates that these sentiments can
be expressed on the behalf of many institutions,
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A Helping Hand:
How Interim President
Ruth Simmons is Rebuild
ing PV

mass genocide of their people and
culture. As a solution they have pro
posed renaming the holiday "National
Indigenous People's Day" which would
celebrate and remember those that fell
victim to the cruelty of Columbus and
his people.
Yet, others believe this is anoth
er way of erasing American history.
A firestorm of tweets have cir
culated, battling on the title and
meaning of the holiday. Interestingly
enough, the main arguments are the
opposition's argument that the day
celebrates a rapist and murderer while
supporters believe it is a day that the
indigenous people were "civilized" and
created the America we have now.
Adding fuel to the fire, Pres
ident Trump released a statement

praising Christopher Columbus in his
discovery of the Americas and that
Columbus's role launched the age of
exploration and discovery,' while also
acknowledging the contributions of
Italian Americans.
~~
Ilis statement further read:
"The permanent arrival of Europe
ans to the Americas was a transfor
mative event that undeniably and
fundamentally changed the course
of human history and set the stage
for the development of our great Na
tion. Therefore, on Columbus Day,
we honor the skilled navigator and
man of faith, whose courageous feat
brought together continents and has
inspired countless others to pursue
their dreams and convictions — even
in the face of extreme doubt and tre
mendous adversity."
With no acknowledgment of
Native Americans like former Pres
ident Obama has done in the past,
many Americans have become out
raged of Trump's blatant disregard
of Native Americans contributions
to the country and the pain they have
and still endure.
The clash of supporters and
the opposition has become such a
large discussion that it has influenced
many cities to think about changing
the name of the holiday or removing
it altogether.
Cities like Los Angeles, Seat
tle, and Minneapolis have already
changed the title of the holiday. In ad
dition, 16 U.S. states don't recognize
the holiday at all while South Dakota
hasn't celebrated the holiday in nearly
30 years.
Although many cities have
changed the title of the holiday to
reflect their support for Indigenous
people, the discussion and fight over
Columbus Day is not over, which will
ultimately force the government to
decide whether or not to uphold such
a controversial holiday.

More than 500 students and
staff were affected by the storm to a
certain capacity. This is a matter that
is going to take the full cooperation
of the community to help those that
were deeply affected by the storm.
To request emergency funds,
small grants of up to $500 are avail
able to assist faculty, staff and stu
dents with emergency needs resulting
from the storm.
Simmons began her journey
of discovering the needs of students
who were affected, physically and
emotionally by the hurricane, by con
ducting one-on-one interviews with
them. Simmons received a large do
nation from the Chairman and CEO
of H-E-B, Charles Butt, to ensure
that students are able to remain in
school and faculty and staff are able
to bounce back from what they lost
during the storm.
Butt helped to establish The
Iloldsworth Center and created the
Raising Texas Teachers Scholarship

Fund. Butt is also the founder of the
Raise Your Hand Texas Foundation
an advocacy organization com:nutted
to teacher preparation and thedevel
opment of public school leaders.
"The Chairman
of
H.Js.B,
Charles Butt who is a friend
gave me $100,000.00 to help aid he
students who were affected by the
flood ' said Simmons. "I've been inter
viewing students one-by-one to try and
get a sense of their needs and I have been
completely overwhelmed by their stories.
The stories Simmons encountered during her interview sessions
have caused a significant amount of
awareness during this rebmldperiod
"We have a duty to fulfill when it
comes to our students," said Simmons.
"Therefore, we must fight for them,
we must nurture them, we must offer
them the best we have to offer.
Simmons challenged everyone
to do more in these difficult times. She
expressed how the lives of students are
important and crucial to this universi
ty, and that the quality of their educa
tion is important.
"I'm coming for you, said Sim
mons. "I want you all to get ready. If
you think our work is over then you
are dead wrong. Our work has just
begun. With the help of myself and
those around me, I have no doubt in
my mind that we are going to bounce
back from this. Now, I'm not saying its
going to be easy because it's not. Its
going to take hard work but we can
certainly get it done.
Several organizations, including
the Student Government Association,
wasted no time in gathering clothes,
toiletry and school supplies to help
Simmons aid those in need of much
repair from this natural disaster.
The bravery and kindness of
so many who came to the aid of their
neighbors and peers during this period
has motivated and encouraged us all to
he nroductive citizens.

Since becoming The Panther
Newspaper's editor-in-chief, many
questions have been, and still are, be
ing lobbed my way.
To most inquiries, I return a
quick and direct response. Some,
though, leave me scrambling for the
right words to say
Those who remember The
Panther in its heyday, wonder where
it has been. The less than enthused,
other, questions its relevancy and ne
cessity
To the first, I answer, "My guess
is as good as yours." To the latter, I
extend my hand to follow me down a
path of uncertainty. I could take the
low road and repeat my answer, the
same that I offered the first, but that
would-be laziness on my part.
The speculative mind always
wants more.
It is my duty, no, our duty as
The Panther's editors and contributors
to feed the needy. Those in need of a
push to take the next step artistical
ly and those who find a muse in the
thought provoking work of their peers.
Foremost, The Panther is here to ca

ter to those who are willing to see it
not only as a publication, but also as
a platform.
For The Panther to reach its ne
plus ultra, it has to prove to students
that it is here to act as their voice and
their outlet.
As I began notifying fellow
students of the papers return, I was
shocked by the amount of support it re
ceived in anticipation. Coming mainly
from potential contributors, this sup
port opened my i eyes to the creative
manpower Prairie View boasts. There
are countless writers, photographers,
videographers, bloggers, vloggersand the list goes on-all trying to get
their voices heard throughout this
campus.
Granted, they have been, and as
suredly will continue producing con
tent on their own terms. But my duty
as editor is to bring them all togeth
er. I am sure this has been a struggle
among the editors of recent years, and
for good reason.
It is apparent that the newspa
per medium, in its fundamental sense,
is dying. However, this does not mean

it cannot find a means of survival in
the digital age. With the internet being
more prevalent than ever, The Panther
must take advantage of opportunity as
it presents itself. Our main course of
action being taken is through the im
plementation of digital media.
Beginning this school year,
the paper will shift its focus from a
hard copy format, to that of digital.
Through the years, this publication
has failed to keep up with the times
and this semester we aim to reclaim its
relevancy, inside and outside of Prairie
View A&M University.
Starting this paper essentially
from nothing has been, and will con
tinue to be, a challenge.
When I was brought on as a life
style editor during the spring of 2017,
The Panther was a hot-ragged mess.
Though I had been a writer since my
teenage years, that spring I had my
first taste of the world of journalism.
It was bittersweet, mostly bitter, but I
was wide eyed and still fought through
the stress and confusion this fine pub
lication bestowed upon me. We ended
the year on a flat high-note through

our solitary release of the semester,
the infamous "Special Edition" issue.
That paper was inarguably me
diocre, and all of those involved in
its creative process know exactly why
it turned out the way it did. I am not
here to finger point, but rather to ex
press to those who have invested so
much time, effort, and money into The
Panther entity, my appreciation.
Through many hiccups, The
Panther Newspaper will return to its
former glory, and with it a new stan
dard of excellence and sense-of qual
ity. I speak on behalf of The Panther
and its staff when I say that this pub
lication is here to serve you, the Prai
rie View A&M University family. The
Panther would not, nor have reason to
exist if it weren't for you, and I refuse
to allow your patronage to be taken for
granted.
The 2017-18 school year looks to
be a promising one for the entirety of
the school, and I am proud to say that
The Panther will be one of the many
driving forces that will go on to shape
the new face of Prairie View A&M
University.

the opportunity to become first time
passport owners, as long as they are
a U.S. citizen, have a driver's license,
have a certified birth certificate, com
pleted an unsigned application and
have passport photos.
Supported by Generation Study
Abroad, the goal is to not only double
the number of American students that
study abroad by 2020, but to tackle
three main areas that students find
difficult to study abroad: cost, cur
riculum, and culture. Stacy Benjamin
Wood Senior Manager of Institution
al Relations for Minority Serving In
stitutions for CIEE stated the impor
tance of this initiative, "We recognize
that getting a passport can be a barrier
that stops students from traveling the

world, because you gotta pay for the
processing fee, and get all your docu
ments together, and go to the post of
fice. So, our hope is, that by bringing
the passport agents here to campus ...
and covering their registration fees,
that it will help students to go abroad
themselves."

Columbus Day:
A Celebration of Mass Genocide?

f R . . iMBUS P P

Amira Wynn
Copy-Editor

Just like the controversy of the
national anthem kneeling, removal of
the confederate flag and accompany
ing statues, Columbus Day has become
the center of racial and historical ten
sion over the last few years, and this
year has been no exception.
Native Americans and their sup
porters have butted heads for years
with pro-Columbus Day supporters.
Native Americans believe that the
federal holiday is a slap in the face
to their ancestors and celebrates the

Back for the First Time:
A letter from Me, to You

Johari Wiley
Editor in Chief

Passport Caravan
Daric Cottingham
Managing Editor
On Oct. 12, 2017 PVAMU stu
dents had the opportunity to receive a
free U.S. passport. The free event was
held in the Memorial Student Center
(MSC) Student Lounge from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.
Passport Caravan was a collab
orative effort between Council On
International Educational Exchange
(CIEE) and the Education Abroad Of
fice. The one day event gave students
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Need your first U.S. Passport? Are you an FIU
student? Find out how to receive your first passport
for FREE by emailing us at
;|u as

FIU
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CIEE has been all over the
country, Prairie View is the largest
one they have done thanks to organi
zations on campus that also provided
sponsorship support.
Evee Myers, special advisor to
the president of Prairie View A&M
University for International Initia
tives said, "It was very exiting when
were selected by the company, CIEE,
for 50 free passports. We posted it
and 364 Prairie View students signed
up; I only had 50 to give away." Myers
then reached out to two Vice Presi
dents of the university, and each of
them gave 50 passports to match
CIEE. Student Government Associ
ation President Kendrie Jones, also
matched CIEE contribution.
A Prairie View A&M Universi
ty alumni, Marcus King, from Hard
ly Home Initiatives also gave money
for an additional 10. "For me travel
has had a tremendous impact on my
maturation, my world outlook, [and]
my perspective, having had the op
portunity to go and visit different
countries/cities around the world,"
said Marcus King, founder of Hardly
Home, LLC. Hardly Home, LLC is a
travel brand focusing on smarter and
affordable ways to travel for people of
color. "To be able to sponsor addition
al students ... for roe is about wanting
to give back and share that opportu
nity with the younger generations."

With the financial support
pouring in from various departments,
the passport caravan was able to assist
210 students in securing passports.
Along with earning a free pass
port, the Education Abroad Office in
formed students on study abroad and
research opportunities for the spring
semester. Students have the opportu
nity to apply for CIEE grants to cov
er tuition, up to $5,000, and travel
costs,

up to $2,000, f°r a three-block
semester for Spring 2018.
For more information students
can go to the International Affairs
Resource Room in W-R- R;1' 00111
204.

Andre Davis
Sports Editor
Prairie View A&M
University Inter
im President Ruth
Simmons started
a Hurricane Har
vey Relief Fund
to support the
immediate needs of students, faculty
and staff who have been impacted by
the storm.

The damage that so many of our
Prairie View family have suffered was
more than physical; it was an emo
tional and traumatizing loss that can
never be easily replaced.

Let's Go Places:
Toyota drives PV
students to better
opportunities

rOYOTA DAY AT PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
OCTOBER 10. 2017

Olivia Mackey

1—' AC/BUSINESS AUDITORIUM

News Editor
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® TOYOTA
Let's Go Places

, ]

TOYOTA DAV KICK -OFF 430AM

MOBILITY CHALLENGE KICK-OFF. VSOPM
CL WILSON FOYER

; ] TOYOTA MELT AND GREET, 6 00PM
AG/BUSINESS ROOM 114

This week, Toyota,
the College of Business,
and the College of En
gineering partnered to
hosted "Toyota Day on the
Hill", an event where the
automobile manufacturer
showcased the many in
ternship and co-op pro
grams available to stu
College of
PRAIRIE VIEW j College ol
dents.
A»M UNIVERSITY
Business!
The two-day event
Engineering
series began a Kick-Off
©ToyotaCareets
©irteAJToyota
LifeAlToyota
event in the Ag-Business
Multipurpose
Building
auditorium where various
representatives and pro
grams from Toyota were introduced.
pathways as well as their current job
The Dean of the College of Business,
descriptions. Surprisingly, many of
Dr. Munir Quddus, also addressed
them possessed degrees that did not
the crowd of roughly one hundred
align with their current jobs.
students, giving some background in
Many of them chose to follow
formation on Toyota, its history, what
their respective passions. Whether
the company values.
that may have been switching from
The General Manager of Toyota
marketing to the engineering aspect
Motor North America Inc., Adrienne
or the company, or graduating with a
Trimble, took the stage to explain how
degree in sociology and using that to
Toyota strives to create a diverse and
build their way to the financial area of
inclusive work environment. Trimble
Toyota.
described Toyota's diversity and in
One concept that was clearlv
clusion initiative as "a way to imple
conveyed during the kick-off is that
ment strategies to ensure that [Toyota
Toyota represents a plethora of peo
has] a workforce, workplace, and cul
ple from across the nation, but this
ture that reflects the demographics of
does not hinder the company. Instead,
those who purchase and make [the]
it helps Toyota fill the company with
vehicles, and where [they] do busi
different ideas and perceptions from
ness throughout North America."
many different people.
Trimble also believes that HBToyota employees later set up
CUs are the best place to start ap
tables at different parts of the engi
plying this initiative. "HBCUs are a
neering and business schools to help
pipeline in terms of developing the
answer questions for students won
next generation of leaders of Toyota.
dering how they can take part in their
We see this as an investment in our
programs. Various meet and greets
talent and being able to bring diverse
and networking events were also held
thoughts, ideas, and people into our
throughout the rest of the day.
company to help us with our innova
To round up the series, Prairie
tive products," said Trimble.
View Alumna, Dr. Reagan Flowers,
Toyota employees later took the
spoke on STEM opportunities within
stage and described their academic
the company.
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Carolina Panthers' Cam Newton in Hot Water
Andre Davis
Sports Editor

back Cam <^rollna Panthers quarterthe media ,
*fton's reputation with
rificoverth
,n 100 Percent hor"
seasons, and the
world rer
when he « t another dosaSe of that
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^'s fairly safe to say that female
P s reporters don't have an easy
job, and the hurdles they continue to
tace were brought into the spotlight
is week after an interaction between
Newton and a female reporter.
, Coring a press conference
Wednesday, the Carolina Panthers
quarterback laughed at a question
posed by Jourdan Rodriguez. The
Charlotte Observer sportswriter's
question was a valid one — she asked
about the team's routes, which caused
Newton to reply: "It's funny to hear a
female talk about routes."
It is pretty safe to say that wom
en aren t the only ones displeased with
Newton s comment. If you look at the
video, Newton paused for a laugh,
but I didn't hear anybody laughing.
If in fact Newton was just making a
comment to be funny and hoping for
laughs, it is clear that he needs to stick
to his day job or find some better ma
terial.
According to ESPN contribu
tor Shana Renee Stephenson, what
Rodriguez experienced was certainly
not unusual. Women are battling this
constant struggle to be recognized in
the sports industry. For a significant
amount of time, women were not al
lowed in men's locker rooms for preand postgame interviews and it was
not until 1977, where Melissa Ludtke,
a former sportswriter, sued and won a
case against Major League Baseball to
allow women into male locker rooms.
Women are constantly not be
ing taken serious when it comes to
the world of sports, and for some, this
does not make any sense, but the an
swer is clear: they are in a male-dom
inated industry. Now this does not ex
cuse what Newton said, but we must

Andre Davis
Sports Editor
View, TX On Friday,
2 2017, United States Presimald Trump called out several
i from professional sports orgais that refused to stand for the
.1 anthem as well as visit him at
ite House.
he national protest dates back
14 and Aug. 20, 2016, where
San Francisco 49ers quarterdin Kaepernick goes unnoticed
tting during the anthem. After
nes of this ongoing movement,
nick was finally interviewed
is interesting behavior.
am not going to stand up to
•ide in a flag for a country that
es black people and people ot
rairie

first consider why Newton said what
he said in the first place.
As mentioned before, Rodri
guez and many other female sports
reporters are in a male-dominated
industry. Now that does not mean
that there isn't equal opportunity for
women in this industry, but that does
mean that women have to honestly
work 100 times harder than men to
gain the necessary respect that they
deserve. Many people want to know
why Newton would laugh at the idea of
a woman talking about x's and o's and

color," said Kaepernick, via NFL.com.
"To me, this is bigger than football and
it would be selfish on my part to look
the other way. There are bodies in the
street and people getting paid leave
and getting away with murder."
Colin Kaepernick was alone in
his early national anthem protests, but
has now been joined by athletes from
around the sports world. One in par
ticular is Seattle Seahawks DL Mike
Bennett, who was forcefully harassed
by two police officers on Aug. 26, 2017
in Las Vegas after the Mayweather vs.
McGregor fight. Kaepernick and Ben
nett's movement has affected change
over the entire world of sports in
terms of refusing to stand for the flag
of a country that continues to show in
justice and inequality for the African
American community.
The national anthem discus
sion has arguably reached its highest

discussing routes. Picture this: if the
average man walks into a beauty salon
and immediately starts discussing the
different types of hair weave products
that should be used and how to use
them, I am more than certain than not
that the majority of the women in that
salon will have a puzzled look on their
face. Some would even ask how that
man understands that kind of knowl
edge. Because we are human, our ini
tial thought is to laugh at the idea of
someone knowing something that may
not be their initial place to know, ac

peak as it has affected other profes
sional sports organizations, including
the National Basketball Association
(NBA). Every year, the champions
from professional and NCAA teams
are invited to the White House. Re
cently, point-guard Stephen Curry of
the 2017 NBA Championship team, the
Golden State Warriors, was hesitant to
accept president Trump's invitation,
which ultimately caused the president
to make the decision for him.
"Going to the White House is
considered a great honor for the cham
pionship team," said President Trump
via Twitter. "Stephen Curry is hesi
tating; therefore, invitation is with
drawn!"
President Trump posted several
tweets that same day, expressing how
NFL players that choose to sit during
the national anthem should not only
be horrifically called out of their

cording to society.
There are plenty of successful
female sports reporters that we can
pull from for those of you that still be
lieve that women don't have a future
in this business. A key sports reporter
I would like to point out is Pam Oliver.
Pam Oliver is an American sportscaster known for her work on the sidelines
for various National Basketball Asso
ciations and National Football League
games. As a graduate of an HBCU,
Florida A&M University, Oliver has
certainly exceeded any odds thrown

names, but they should also be fired or
suspended.
More so, he came to conclude
that players that desire to make mil
lions of dollars in the NFL or other
leagues should not be allowed to show,
what he deems as, disrespect.
There seems to be some con
fusion, not only from the president,
but from white supremacists who
constantly bash on players that are in
favor of the national anthem protest.
Let's get one thing clear, players are
not disrespecting the flag that soldiers
died for. Soldiers didn't die for a piece
of cloth that you can purchase at the
store, they died for what the flag is
supposed to represent: vigilance, per
severance and justice, and it would be
a dishonor to the soldiers who died for
our freedom if we were to stand for
something that is not equally repre
sented in all communities.

at her in this industry, including being
named "Outstanding Woman in Jour
nalism" via Ebony Magazine in 2004.
Regardless of what anyone says,
if you are a woman starting out in this
business don't let anyone tell you that
this is not a woman's place. Don't let
anyone tell you that this is not a field
for women. Do it, and be the best you
can be at it, with eyes open and recog
nizing the challenges that come with
it. I want women to conquer the sports
industry, like they've done in so many
other things in past history.

bursts via Twitter has caused more
unity in the world of sports than ever
before.
That following Sunday, in re
sponse to the president's comments,
players locked arms and took several
knees during the national anthem to
show their unification and ability to
stand strong for one another. This idea
that athletes are not supposed to have
any political or social views on society
has caused a major dispute over the
past several months.
As long as you are living and
breathing air in this country, your po
litical awareness should not have to
be parallel to your job occupation,
social or economic status, or demo
graphic. Whether you're a milliondollar athlete or a high school janitor,
your voice has always and will always
matter.
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PVAMU Soccer
Starts Season Off
Strong
Andre Davis

Sports Editor
Prairie View, "Ex. - Momentum
is certainly swinging in the direction
of the Prairie View A&M University
soccer team for its 2017 campaign as
they have their minds focus on secur
ing a decent spot in the SWAC Tourna
ment, which will begin Thursday Nov.
2, 2017 at the PVAMU Soccer Complex.
The PVAMU soccer team has
won two out of the last four home
games in the Southwestern Athletic
Conference, securing six points so far,
but it is important to note how they
were able to secure those wins. The
team is playing with a new attitude
and fire that we have never seen before
and it is only fair to wonder: will this
be the new approach we can expect
from PVAMU soccer in the long run?
"We have extremely high expec
tations for ourselves," said PVAMU
soccer graduate assistant Andy Quiceno. "Unlike like last season, this season
we actually have depth on our roster
and if our players can continue to stay
healthy, there's no doubt in my mind
that we can finish this season strong."

PVAMU Football
Falls to Grambling
at State Fair Classic
Andre Davis

Sports Editor
Dallas, TX. - The Prairie View
A&M University football team lost to
Grambling State 34-21 in the State
Fair Classic at the Cotton Bowl in Dal
las, Texas on Oct. 7, 2017.
The Panthers ran the ball 30
times and were held to only 12 yards
on the ground against the Tigers.
"We did not establish our run
game very well against Grambling,"
said head coach Willie Simmons.
"When we handed the ball off to the
running backs they were either get
ting stopped in the backfield or there
wasn't much room for them to work it.
It starts with the guys up front and we
have to get back to the drawing board
and figure out how we can establish
our run game against Alcorn State."
The Panthers (2-3 overall, 2-1
SWAC) trailed 10-7 after the first
quarter, but a 21-point second quarter
by Grambling State (5-1 overall, 2-0
SWAC) broke the game open. The Pan
thers allowed a total of three scores in
the second quarter but were unable to
put points on the board until midway
through the third quarter.
Quarterback, LaVell McCullers, completed 16 of 29 passes for 194

On Sept. 24, 2017, the Lady
Panthers bounced back from a loss to
Jackson State in their opening SWAC
play by crushing Southern University
5-0 in Baton Rouge, LA., posting their
first shutout victory since Nov. 5, 2015
when they defeated Jackson State 1-0
to advance to the next round in the
SWAC Tournament.
In that blowout victory against
Southern, the Lady Panthers jumped on
top quickly, scoring the second goal of
the season just less than eight minutes
into the contest. Alexis Mack scored the
first goal as well as her first of the season
to take a 1-0 lead at the 12:52 mark.
Another key player to mention
in that game is junior Mila Butos,
SWAC preseason first team member,
as she notched the first of her two sea
son goals scored that day at the 63:01
mark. Sophomore Blair Lane added
another goal at 79:46. Another goal by
Butos in the final minutes of the game
would be enough to give the Lady Pan
thers their 5-0 victory.
It is important to note that the
Lady Panthers only allowed a total of
two shots on goal and a total of three
shots in the Southern game. That is
yards with two touchdowns and an
interception. Wide receiver, Khadarel
Hodge, caught six passes for 101 yards
and one touchdown, while Josh Sim
mons caught four passes for 90 yards
and a touchdown.
"I have to tip my hat off to
Grambling. They did what they
needed to do to win the game," said
Simmons. "They are as great of a foot
ball team as they are advertised. But
for us, I still believe we are a much
better football team than the way we
played on Saturday. We have to get
back to the drawing board. We'll watch
the film and make the corrections, but
again, I thought we left way too many
plays on the field to beat a good team
like that."
PVAMU scored on its third pos
session of the game, driving 85 yards
in 11 plays. A diving 22-yard touch
down catch by Hodge cut the deficit to
10-7 late in the first quarter.
In the third quarter, a 52-yard
punt return by Ju'Anthony Parker set
up the Panthers' second touchdown.
Josh Simmons' eight-yard touchdown
catch on the ensuing play cut the defi
cit to 31-14 with just under six minutes
to play in the period.
WR, Markcus Hardy's, eightyard scoring catch from QB, Neiko
Hollins, in the final minute gave him
his third touchdown on the season and
also completed the scoring for the re
mainder of the ball game.
The Panthers will take on Al
corn State in Lorman, MS. on Satur
day, Oct. 14, 2017. Alcorn sits at 4-2
overall and 3-0 in SWAC play.
"They're a great football team

n
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the perfect example of effectively play
ing well on both sides of the ball.
The Lady Panthers would carry
that momentum the following week
in their 2-0 victory against Alabama
A&M, posting not only their second
win but their second shutout victory
for this 2017 season. In this game, the
shots on goal definitely stood out as
the Lady Panthers outshot their op
ponents 19-5. Sophomore Diana Neff
stood out for the Lady Panthers in that
game as she walked away with eight
shots that night, one that resulted in
a goal and PVAMU's final score at the
53:37 mark in the second period.
The PVAMU soccer team is play
ing with this new energy and swagger
that not only myself but the entire
PVAMU student body has been antic
ipating since 2014 when they finished
as runner-ups for the SWAC Champi
onship against Howard. The Prairie
View A&M University soccer team will
finish the majority of their season at
their brand-new soccer complex and I
encourage faculty, staff and the entire
student body to come out and support
our Lady Panthers in their quest to the
SWAC Tournament.

.

and this will not be an easy one for
us," said Simmons. "We're going to be
on the road and it's going to be their
homecoming so that already puts us at
a disadvantage. The atmosphere will
be electric but it's going to be a great
environment and we're going to need
our best game to play with them."
Kick off for this game is sched
uled for 2 p.m.

PVAMU's Men and
Women Basketball
Gears up for Preseason
Andre Davis
Sports Editor
Prairie View, Tx - The Prairie
View A&M University men and wom
en's basketball team tipped off their
2017 campaign with their first week of
practice in preparation for their pre
season matchups on Nov. 10, 2017Last season, the PVAMU men's
basketball, led by head coach Byron
Smith team finished with a 13-20 re
cord on the season, and a 10-8 record
in SWAC play.
Smith will be entering into his
second full season as head coach for
Panthers. Smith took over as inter
im head coach for the Panthers in
2016. Prior to accepting 'be r0^e
head coach, Smith spent the previ
ous three seasons as an assistant at
PVAMU. He was named interim head
coach the final three months of the 201516 seasons.
In their 2016-2017 season, the
Panthers won io out of 13 games at
home; therefore, it is safe to say that
the high energy and atmosphere in the
Billy J. Nicks Arena, the "baby dome,"

was enough to post multiple wins and
fewer losses at home.
A key player returning for the
Panthers will be senior forward Zachary Hamilton. The Houston native
started in 30 out of 33 games played
and led the Panthers in scoring last
season with 498 total points, averaging
15.1 points per game. Hamilton also
led the Panthers in rebounds last sea
son with a total of 136. PVAMU men's
basketball season ended last year in a
nail-biting loss in the first round of
the SWAC Tournament against Gram
bling State by the score of 81-77.
On the women's side, led by
head coach, Ravon Justice, the Lady
Panthers finished with a 13-18 record
on the season and an 8-10 record in
conference play. In regard to last sea
son, it is important to note that the ex
citement from the "sixth man" rubbed
off on the Lady Panthers as they won
11 out of 13 games at home.
Beginning her second season
as head coach for the Lady Panthers,
Justice was named Prairie View A&M
head women's basketball coach on
April 12, 2016. Prior to arriving at
"the hill," Justice served seven sea
sons with the University of Houston

women's basketball team. Addi
ly, she served as recruiting co<
tor for the Cougars for the pi
five years.
A key player returning \
Lady Panthers will be point
Dominique Newman. Newman
a huge impression on the co
staff and the entire student bod
freshman, she finished fourth i;
ing with 288 total points. In th.
game against TSU in the first
of the SWAC Tournament, N<
came off the bench and led th<
Panthers in scoring with u
shooting right above 40% fro
field.
PVAMU men's basketba
open their preseason play in Sal
City, UT., against the Univer:
Utah, while women's basketba
look to continue to ride that
court advantage momentum ins
baby dome as they take on Uni
of Texas at Tyler on the same nil
The Panthers and Ladv
thers look to focus their attent
the new season and new task at
which is starting the season off
and setting a new foundation f
2017 campaign.
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Must See TV: Fall
Shows to Watch
Daric Cottingham
Managing Editor

Is 'Black' a fashion?

Television is a post time that I've loved ev
since I could remember and I love a bine
tWh°em

W' ,hiS FQ" iS jQm packed wi~

Star
A show that comes from the creator of the
hit series Empire, Lee Daniels. Star focus
es on the lives of a girl group willing to do
whatever it takes to make it big in the music
industry. Star (played by Jude Demorest)
is a troubled young girl coming out of the
foster system, her rough childhood made
her strong and resourceful. Star first tracks
down her half-sister, Simone (played Britta
ny O'Grady), a young troubled teen still find
ing her purpose but finds joy in music - and
smoking an occasional green substance.
Alexandria (played by Ryan Destiny) is the
daughter of a wealthy pop star who doesn't
support her music, or take her music career
seriously. The three girls head to Atlanta
to make their dreams come true, and they
learn everything has a price. The show fol
lows two key aspects its predecessor Empire
became popular for, and that is a star stud
ded cast and catchy music. Season 2 of Star
airs on FOX Wednesdays at 8 PM CT.

Stevee Rodgers
Contributor

Scoot over fake butts and lip in
jections, melanin dosages are the new
artificial trend.
To some, Maury has been known
to bring foolishness to television
over the years, but this story must
be the most shocking yet. African
American women already deal with
other races and even their own wom
en making body modifications that
imitate "black features". In result, the
frustration from natural women is at

Empire

an all-time high.
On a recent episode of Maury,
during "The Social Sit Down" segment,
he brought out 28-year-old Marti
na Big, a woman of German descent
whose story has caused much contro
versy.
Since an early age Martina was

always fond of big boobs and the Bar
bie bombshell look, but her initial rea
son for having procedures done was to
look like her idol Pamela Anderson.
The influence of being a Baywatch
stunt double wasn't enough for the
German native, Barbie was next on the
roster.
Since 2012, Martina has been
going under the knife for a nose
job, liposuctions, and her infamous
32S breasts. In between the tucks and
busts she's always admired tanned
skin. She stated that "I would lay out
in the sun for hours hoping that the
rays would darken my skin."
Now, being someone who has
to wear sunscreen every time they set
even a single toe outside, direct sun
light is not the way to go. I am sure
that after realizing that her chances
of Skin Cancer were increasing, she
looked into getting another type of
procedure done.
I introduce to you Melanotan,
a synthetic analogue of the peptide
hormone
a-melanocyte-stimulating
hormone. In other words, fake mela
nin, fake glow. Pigmentation produces
melanin, which creates a natural tan
ning response when exposed to sun
light. Unlike the drug, Melanotan is

injected under the skin to help darken
it. There are two forms: Melanotan I
and II and they are diluted in water
before injected. Melanotan is also ille
gal, and has not been licensed by the
British organization, MHRA (Medi
cines and Healthcare Products Regu
latory Agency). Unfortunately, there
aren't any other known effects on the
record from this drug other than the
artificial pigment fading.
Since January 2017, Martina
has received 3 injections in her belly
button and her husband Michael has
also joined the bandwagon, he now
considers himself a "medium." After
Maury talks through why, and how,
she became a "black woman", he then
touches the subject of her claiming to
be a black woman.
As Martina sat there, she ex
pressed how she felt like a black wom
an on the inside because her hair tex
ture was turning dark and kinky as a
result of the injections, all the while
wearing a "Black Girls Rock" chain.
Before you know it, butt injec
tions and fuller lips are going to either
be a fad or become add-ons to a "Build
a Black Woman." Martina also talks
about how she wants to go to Africa
because she heard that "the food is
tasty" and how she is 80 percent cul
turally aware of her new claimed race,
but she still has a lot more to learn she
added.
Maury finished the segment off
with letting her know that since she
is constantly trying to find her true
identity, another version of herself will
soon come along. Black may soon go
out of style for Ms. Martina Big.

Empire is the show that set the tone for
modern primetime dramatic musical black
television series. Empire takes a unique spin
on the play King Lear, which follows a king
on his death bed trying to find an heir to his
legacy. Season 1 sticks to this original prem
ise as main .character, Lucious Lyon (playied
by Terrence Howard), is diagnosed with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS, aka Lou
Gehrig's disease) but now has evolved into
"it's on theatrical drama. The show follows
the lives of hip-hop mogul family, the Lyons,
as they grow their musical empire while bat

Cardi B: From
Rags to Riches

tling the ups and downs of family drama,
the music industry, and a criminal past in

"The Powerpuff Girls"
Add Surprising New
Character

With her music soaring to
the top of the charts, opportunities
are definitely knocking at this hard
working woman's door. On twitter she
stated prior to her success, "I'm just a
regular degular shmegular girl from the
Bronx."
Although Cardi B may be a solo
leading rapper, she doesn't ride solo
in her public life, particularly her
love life; A love life that apparently as
quick as her music has grown, so has
it as she confirms her engagement to
the Migos group member, Offset, with
a ring.
This year has been a whirlwind
for the up and coming rapper but a
vision is what she needed and goals

the streets. Season 4 of Empire airs on FOX
Wednesdays at 7 PM CT.

The Flash
The Flash follows the tale of DC Universe
comic book speedster, Barry Allen (played
by Grant Gusfin). Barry is a forensic scien
tist who is struck by lightning caused by a
particle accelerator explosion. Nine months
later Barry awakes from a coma and his
molecules are sped up and he gains the
power of the speed force (super speed). The

Faith Johnson

series also takes a light-hearted approach

Lifestyle Editor

to Barry's everyday life from family to ro
mantic relationships. Barry's unrequited
love interest Iris West (played by Candice
Patton) adds a sense of hope and comfort
to the show. However, watching can be an
noying at times as when you think there is
a happy ending someone dies or Barry runs

Faith Johnson
Lifestyle Editor

backwards around the world to turn back
time. This is a must watch for all superhero
fans. Season 4 of The Flash airs on The CW
network Tuesdays 7 PM CT.

Scandal
The popular political show by Shonda
Rhimes follows the life of Olivia Pope (played
by Kerry Washington), an African American
female Political expert. Olivia works her way
up in the political ranks by working on the
presidential campaign of married,
perfect, Fitzgerald Grant - "Fitz (Tony Go
wyn). While working together they develop
a romantic relationship and become entan
gled in an infidelity scandal. Drama ensues
as Olivia does whatever it takes to get Fitz in
office. Each episode showcases a new scan
dal that threatens the Grant administration
and the individuals who work for it. Scan a
is a must see for all political drama overs,
the final season of Scandal airs on ABC net
work Thursdays at 8 PM CT.
Each of these are a must see and will

make you laugh, cry, and even yell a
screen so make sure you tune in.

e

Call her what you want but don't
call her broke. 24-year-old Dominican
rapper Belcalis Almanzar aka Cardi B
is every dancers' Cinderella story come
to life.
Continuously being put down
and disowned by the public because
of stereotypes, most people never
thought to see Cardi as a threat. How
ever, she showed her haters that she
could be successful when she made
her debut as an internet sensation,
and took another step closer to the
public eye by joining the cast of Love
and Hip Hop.
And as her following grew so did
her road to stardom.
Ultimately Cardi left the show to
dedicate more time to her music and
has become a rising star ever since.
Cardi was a ticking time bomb
since her time on Love and Hip Hop
and blew up when she dropped the
2017 anthem, "Bodack yellow."
With this song, Cardi B became
the first solo female rapper in 19 years
to top the billboard "Top 100" chart,
which also took the spot as number 1,
knocking America's wanna be sweet
heart Taylor Swift out of the park.
This title was lastly claimed by
the legendary Lauryn Hill's "Doo Wop
(That thing) in 1998, and now Cardi is
one of the five female rappers to hold
that spot. The numbers don't lie, she's
hot and heads are turning just as quick
as her image.

are what she followed to be here and
have what she's waited for her entire
life. With her newly released docu
mentary "I am: Cardi B," which gave
fans an intimate look into Cardi's
life, her fans definitely showed their
love and showed how much they can
relate and how inspired they are by
her success and holding onto her hum
ble beginnings.
If none other, she's from rags to
riches, from poles to ultimate goals.
You can't do anything less the respect
the grind of Cardi B.
Now we are all left with the obvi
ous question of, what is next for Cardi B?
Showing no signs of slowing
down, Cardi is signed to Atlantic Re
cords and announced she has a new
album coming soon with an anticipat
ed release date some time in Novem
ber. We'll all be waiting.

Late Sunday, The Powerpuff
Girls added a new member to the
team that showed more diversity in
the 'city of Townsville' heroines.
The Powerpuff Girls consist
of three Caucasian adorable, spunky
sisters named Blossom, Bubbles, and
Buttercup; who fight crime and pro
tect the 'city of townsville'. The Power
puff Girls has aired since the late 90s,
and hasn't featured an african-american lead character since its inception.
Until now.
The newest member added to
the trio is a character named Blisstina
or "Bliss" for short. She was featured
in the one hour special shown on Sun
day night, The Powerpuff Girls: Pow
er of Four, appearing with noticeably
dark skin, light purple eyes, a teenage
figure, and shocking electric blue
hair.
She is the first black crime
fighter introduced on the show. Ad
ditionally, her background story fits
surprisingly well into the Powerpuff
Girls universe.
Bliss was revealed to actually
have been created before the original
Powerpuff Girls, and was the 'first
ever Powerpuff girl to be successful
ly created'. All four of the girls were
made with the ingredients best for
sweet little girls: sugar, spice, and ev
erything nice. The only difference be
tween her and her younger sisters is
that while they were unintentionally
created with Dr. Utonium's 'Chemical
X', Bliss was accidentally created with
'Chemical W".
This led to her having the power
to glow incredibly bright and explode

selected objects, however in the spe
cial, her powers began to grow out of
control, which resulted in her leaving
the professor and moving to a faraway
isolated island.
Professor Utonium was sad
dened by her disappearance, but made
peace with his errors and continued on
to make the trio of Powerpuff Girls we
know and love.
There are many mixed reactions
concerning Bliss's appearance on the
show. Some people believe that her
bright hair is unrealistic, while others
claim that her ability to glow brightly is
a subtle reference to the idea of 'black
girl magic' that has recently been
taking the Internet by storm. Some
fans claimed that a quartet upset the
even balance of the original trio, and
that Bliss was too old to be in the group.
For some viewers, there is con
cern about Bliss's backstory portrayal.
Bliss is shown accidentally ex
ploding objects and sections of Pro
fessor Utonium's house when her emo
tions get the best of her; whether she's
angry, sad, excited, or scared, Bliss's
powers were a hazard to those around
her. It seems as if creators discretely
pinned Bliss with the 'angry, black
woman' stereotype, and that children
who watch the show may gain and
grow up with those perceptions of peo
ple of color.

All in all, even though many
people have differing opinions on the
newest addition to tbe team, many are
still excited to see Bliss back in action
soon, and are waiting to see how she is
incorporated back into the Powerpuff
storyline.

ADVERTISEMENT
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OPINION

Terror is
Andre Davis
Sports Editor

The Las Vegas shooting that oc
curred in late September has caused
several controversies as to whether or
not it was an act of terrorism.
In the wake of the tragedy, it
appears that the president of the Unit
ed States is allergic to one particular
word, "terrorism." Following the mass
shooting in Las Vegas, the singer Ariana Grande, among countless others,
demanded in a tweet that Trump "call
it what it is."
This tragedy reflected the white
supremacist rally that took place in
Charlottesville back in August. Re
porters and the entire media got in a
shouting match with the president in
front of the Trump Tower in Manhat
tan, demanding that Trump call the
murder of Heather Heyer an act of
terrorism.
Unfortunately, many don't agree
on a definition of terrorism, but there
are certain criteria that we as citizens
look for when this type of massacres
occur. According to Louise Richard
son, Irish Political Scientist who serves
as vice-chancellor at Oxford, there are
seven key characteristics of a terrorist
act: it is politically inspired, it involves
violence or the threat of violence, it
sends a message, the act and the vic
tim have symbolic significance, the
act is carried out by "substate groups"
rather than state actors, the victims of
the violence are distinct from the audi
ence for which the terrorist's message
is intended, and the act deliberately
targets civilians.
As far as we know and under
stand from the Las Vegas story, there
is only two out of the seven that would
fit. This obviously involved violence
and it was definitely targeted to
wards civilians. These two acts alone
should be enough to call this an act of

terrorism, but unfortunately the
president and many others don't
see it that way.
If we take a deep look into
the shooting that took place in
Las Vegas, officials have an un
usual limited amount of clues
that would lead to the cause of
Paddock's behavior.
In the past, normally
killers would leave notes, so
cial media postings, informa
tion on the computer, and/or
even phoned the police prior
to the act. But, in this particu
lar case only one or two things
happened: either Paddock cov
ered his tracks extremely well
or for the first time in history a
killer actually kept this plan to
himself.
I'm going to take the high
road and choose the fact that in
vestigators need to work a little
harder and dig a little deeper,
because there is absolutely no
way that Paddock did not com
municate this plan with anyone
at all. I refuse to believe it. Ac
cording to several reports, Pad
dock requested an upper-floor
room overlooking the festival,
stockpiled 23 guns, a dozen of
them modified to fire continu
ously like an automatic weapon,
and set up cameras inside and
outside his room to watch for
any officers that may be approaching.
It is also important to note that
Paddock bought 1,000 rounds of the
.308-caliber and .223-caliber tracer
ammunition from a private buyer.
For those that aren't aware,
tracer rounds illuminate their path so
a gunman can home in on targets at
night. But they can also give away the

shooter's position.
So there are three things to note
here: First, the gunman purposely re
quested an upper-floor room where
he can get a great vantage point of the
victims. Second, he bought guns that
are modified to fire rapidly, which ulti
mately would allow him to hit as many
targets as he can in a short amount of
time. And third, he purchased rounds

that would improve his accuracy as a
shooter at night.
All three things listed is more than
enough to consider an act of terrorism.
Regardless of the fact that of
ficials are having a difficult time dis
covering his motive and whether or
not it could lead to it being an act of
terrorism, we already have enough ev
idence presented that shows that with

out a shadow of a doubt Paddock knew
what he was doing. He knew when the
shooting was going to take place there
fore he knew what type of ammunition
to buy, and he knew that he was going
to kill himself immediately afterwards.
He knew to buy automatic weapons in
an attempt to kill as many people as
possible in a short amount of time.
So why not call it terrorism?

M.MUNlVtRSh1

Vote "No" to Hurt Their
Pocketbooks: Voting
Campaign
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17.
18
19'
20

"Where has been the panther?" REALLY?
Are the Ques taking over the yard?
Aren't the Alphas a little suspect?
Will Ruth stroll at hump day for homecoming?
Many professors can't explain whether soul exists as such, and if it exists, then
what is it and where is it located. Do you think there is soul and if so, where is it
located?
Why were the que dawgs fighting at the state fair classic?
Were they fighting other ques?
What were they even fighting about?
Why do the Alphas steal everyone's events?
Why did the Gamma Sigs use incorrect Greek letters on their flyer?
Who will get into it at super Humpday this year?
Who thought it was a good idea to create PV PAWLINK?
Will a freshman get caught streaking this year, even though there's no pond?
How many of yall skipped class because of Columbus Day being a holiday?
Who is the creepy guy walking around the campus at night?

Do he even go here?
Who had the study event first: the Alphas or the Kappas?
Is PV SPOT meant to be for people who didn't make being A PAL?
Are the AKAs really the 1st and the finest?
Will PV's Homecoming be an actual "experience", or will it flop?

ions are for entertainment ONLY. The questions submitted are NOT
These ques^^ panther. They should be read as gossip ONLY, NOT as fact. Want
the views o
_ think? Please bring YOUR comments and questions to Rm.216
MSCore-mail us thepanthernp®yahoo.com

In response to the Waller County Commissioner's
Court deciding to not place a voting poll inside of the Me
morial Student Center (MSC), The Student Government
Association would like to emphasize the need for students
to get registered to vote in Waller County. Furthermore, go
out and vota at the next local election. Priscilla Barbour,
former SGA President, fought for voting polls in the MSC
sothat the students would have a centralized area to ex
press their voice and NOW that a opportunity has been
put in jeopardy. We must stand up as a student body and
fight again as we have done once before. It is now our turn
to maintain the power within our student voice by voting,
especially since there is an agenda item for a new Waller
County Jail. This issue would immensely impact the Prai
rie View A&M University students. If we vote "NO" on the
Waller County Jail, it will hit Waller County directly in their
pocketbooks and that is one of the few ways to get their at
tention. This election can be the start of Prairie View A&M
University (PV AMU) becoming a political place not to be
taken advantage of, or we could LOSE our opportunity to
vote from here on out. The choice is upon us. This is a time
to step up and show out. Vote "NO" to hurt their pocketbooks.

Kendric D. |&p(
SGA President

Xante Wallace
SGA President
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VP Pence Uses Tax Dollars to
Make Statement at Colts Game
Amira Wynn,
Copy-Editor

On Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017, Vice
President Mike Pence attended the
Cincinnati Colts vs San Francisco
49ers football game.
At first it seemed as though
the vice president attended to enjoy
the football game and celebrate Pey
ton Manning's career, as stated on his
Twitter, his intentions were anything
but.
Amidst the controversial NFL
kneeling protests, President Trump
has started a Twitter firestorm urging
"real Americans" to boycott and op
pose the "ungrateful" football players
who kneel.
Despite being told by support
ers and veterans that the protests are
not in any way a form of disrespect
to troops or the flag itself, but rather
what the flag and the national mean to
people of color in this country, Trump
and Pence have been in the forefront
of opposing these protests.
Now back to Pence, Pence spe
cifically used this game as a way to
show his following that they should
not only stand for the anthem but pro
test the protesters who kneel or do not
go onto the field for the anthem. He
walked out after he was "appalled" by
the 49ers kneeling.
Funny how he was appalled by
the 49ers kneeling during the anthem
when they've been doing this for over
a year.
He claims it wasn't for PR and
that he was just utterly disgusted by
the actions he saw, but he posted a
picture of him and his wife standing
for this specific reason. He wanted
to seem like the die-hard patriot and
make these "ungrateful" black million
aires out as the villains.
Ironically Pence and his sup
porters, including Trump, are pro
testing the NFL protesters. The same
people who "won't stand for disrespect
by protests" are the same who protest
the protesters. What sense does that
make?
We are telling people that they
have the right to their first amend
ment and speak their minds but when
it opposes their views they no longer
think you should use your freedom
of speech. This administration would
rather support a white terrorist group
over concerned citizens that happen to
be a shade other than white.
Not only did Pence use this game
as a way to rally his fellow "anti-flag
protesters," aka anti-blacks who whine
about injustices in America, he used
taxpayers money to make the trip.
To make this PR stunt alone,
Pence and his team spent over
$200,000 on air travel, where he trav
eled from the Las Vegas shooting me
morial to Indianapolis and then finally
to Los Angeles. That's not accounting
for room and board, car rentals, tick
ets, security and anything else for
Pence, his wife, and his entire team.
Oh, but it's okay because Pence's
office claimed they saved money on
the layover in- Indianapolis. Not.
If NFL players like Michael Ber

net are protesting injustices that di
rectly relate to them without wasting
taxpayer's dollars, shouldn't the pres
idential administration be held in the
same regard?
Protesting something just be
cause you don't like what someone
else is protesting is absurd, and the
fact that you waste money while do
ing it is ridiculous. Do it on your own
time! Stick to politics! Sounds familiar
right?
Maybe instead of spending mon
ey that you didn't work for you should
focus on something important, like
your job. Your job as a vice president
is to protect the people of this coun
try and make informed and educated
decisions regarding all citizens of this
country. If Pence and Trump want to
"Make a America Great Again" so bad
they should look at themselves first.
Stop wasting our time and mon
ey and do your jobs. Maybe if they
addressed the injustices in this world
rather than play golf and participate in
Twitter wars then there wouldn't be a
need to kneel during the national an
them.
People of color in this country
deserve so much more than this and
by spending our money on trivial and
hypocritical things like PR stunts is a
slap in the face to all of America.
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To Carry, or Not to Carry
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More and more there are cas
es of mass shootings in America that
threaten the safety of many, but the
big argument, "is it the gun or the per
son holding it?" This has led to one of
the hottest political topics, Gun con
trol. Gun control focuses on the rights
of civilians to purchase, transfer, man
ufacture, modify, or carry firearms. As
a result of the recent mass shooting in
Las Vegas, killing at least 58 people
and more than 500 injured, review on
gun control laws have been a discus
sion among many.
A mass shooting at an Orlando
gay nightclub killed 49 people and
injured 58 a little over a year ago.
This was only six months after a mass
shooting in San Bernardino, Califor
nia killing 14 and injuring 22 civilians.
With so much negativity attached to
firearms it seems like the decision on
gun control would be easy to make.
However, there are two sides of the
argument that must be considered
first.
Organizations such as the Na
tional Rifle Association (NRA) is a
proud civilian rights organization that
defends American's second amend
ment right. The second amendment
states, "A well regulated Militia, be
ing necessary to the security of a free

State, the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."
The NRA and many supporters of ci
vilian's rights to bear firearms believe
that the regulation of guns infringe
upon their constitutional right. Amer
ica holds a strong history of fighting
for the inalienable rights of individu
als - despite the current state of the
country - this remains true for many.
The Republican party stands by this
argument strongly as they deem it
an invasion of privacy on honest cit

izens, but holds individuals account
able for violent or drug-related crimes
involving firearms. Supporters of gun
rights also believe citizens have a right
to bear arms to protect their homes
from invasion as a method of self-de
fense. This pro-gun rights ideology also
believes it is citizens right to openly
carry firearms in public settings as
long as they have a license to carry.
But what does this mean for the
many other citizens who believe guns
are the threat to many lives? These

individuals, typically a part of the
democratic party, are pro-gun con
trol. They believe regulations should
be placed on how and who can get ac
cess to owning a firearm. With mass
shootings like Las Vegas and those
previously mentioned it easy to un
derstand why. The issue of safety is
the biggest factor for wanting stricter
regulations on firearms. It is safer to
take extra precautions for the good of
the many, than the ego of the few in
my personal opinion. Current stan
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